Courtesy: Blanch D. Buck 


Ruins of the Grand Opera House after fire M a 


| A Centennial History 
of 
Park City, Utah 


by 
George A. Thompson 
and 
Fraser Buck 


Courten Valles Studio. 


Main Street business district being rebuilt after the fire of "98. 


Blythe Fargos "The Big Store" 


Courtes Fraser Buck 


Published by 
DESERET BOOK COMPANY 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
1968 


Courtesy. Valley Studio. 


City Hall in ruins, 1898, Park City, Utah 
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Interior of Grand Opera House, 1898, Park City, Utah. Opening night, March 31, 


1898; burned June 19, 1898. 
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Park City burns to the ground, June 19, 1898. -Courtesy Ken Webb- 
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i Ruins of the City Hall after the great fire. The building front is still in use. -Courtesy Ken Webb- 
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- Remembered. 
The Chinese. 
THE general confusion of 
the fire everyone forgot the 
Chinese, whose small colony 
was one of the first sections of 
. the town to be destroyed. 
Everyone, that is, except Rev. 
"Thomas Galligan, rector of St. 
Mary's: pte 
Father Galligan found some 
20 of the Chinese huddled in 
a cabin below town. They 
^ were without food and the 
clothing they wore was about 
all their possessions they were 
able to save. ^ » 
; Father Gilligan immediately- 
aent them quantities of rice 
.and what other Chinese. food 
he could gather to supply their 
immediate wants... 
i “They were forever grate-. 
ful,” he later recalled, “for 
they believed the Americans 
would exclude the orientals in 
the relief and rehabilitation of 
the town.” : 
Father Galligan also was 
one of the leading spirits in 
- the da: that followed, head- 
ing relief committees and c. 
ordinating efforts in the re- 
construction program. 


| Park City Burns- 


s great fire started at American 
In minytes the hotel was doomed. | was a roaring 


| Holocaust: 50 Years Ago: 
Destroyed Mining Center | 


While weary fire fighters still sprayed the em| 
damage to the stricken town were under Way. 


bers, surveys of the 
Here charred walls 


*. 


of Park City's Grand Opera House stand gaunt and ragged above 
the rubble, This was one of the most imposing structures in town, 


—— 
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ARK CITY — The whole town caught 

heroic action saved the fringes but 
damage wrought, never such a hot and 
mountain-hemmed mining town. 


It was the great fire of 1: 


In summary the catastrophe could re: 


Lost — 
of fabulously g 
The cost — A million dollars. 


anxious crowds standing 


rich mines 


fire. 
never was so much 
exciting day in this 


$98, worst in Utah's history. -~ 


ad like this: 


ost of Park City, wealthy and colorful outlet 


A Saga of Community Couraze 
Fifty years ago Park City in flames 


telegraph offices throughout the state. 
After half a century it's the story of individual and com- 
munity courage and strength of the kind 


of history are made. 
The Spanish-American war 


was news that kept 


sympathetically by newspaper and 


that the great sagas 


was brewing but next day it 


was crowded off the front pages. "Flames Destroy Park City 
was the Salt Lake Tribune headline. War took a back seat 
and page one was devoted exclusively to the fire at Park City. 


HREE SHOTS ~ Frontier signal of distress — fired from 


iceman Thomas Walden's pistol awakened a few people at 


4 am, June 19, 1898. Those who heeded this call for help 
found the American hotel wrapped in flames.. Most of the 
town slept undisturbed. Of those who arrived some said the 
fire started in the kitchen, but Harry Freeman, the proprietor, 
insisted it'was in an upstairs room where an oil lamp had been 
dropped or a lodger had forgotten to snuff out a bedside 


candle. 


A few minu 


tes after that first ineffectual alarm a Chinese 


ran to the Marsac ore mill office and wildly related what was 
happened to the hotel and surroundin; 
Forsythe, engineer on duty, gave the ori 
whistle and wake up the sleepy town. ¢ 


Whistles Empty All Towns Beds .- 


Now the fire was racing from place to place but the 
Marsac whistle and others which took up the cry emptied all 
the beds in Park City that morning. Soon people swarmed 
the streets. Some were barefooted, some in nightshirts. Before 
long the entire town was hard at work fighting fire, carrying 
the sick and infirm to safety or moving ‘valuables from 
doomed structures. i" X : 

' Here was fierce, stark. tragedy. Oi 
been a quit and peaceful Sabbath morning, the community 
was being devoured by a roaring, all-consuming fiery monster. 


g buildings; James ` 


der to blow the mill 


n what should have 


No ONE was inclined to laughter then but in the inter- 
vening years the humor of the desperate situation has been 
recalled, Dozens “pitched in” to help the volunteer fire com- 
pany, then realized that their own homes burned while their 
backs were turned. 

“So there I was, in boots and a scorched nightshirt, with- 
out a penny, a roof or another stitch of clothes,” is a common 
recital of veterans of the fire. = 

Dr. E. P. LeCompte, beloved physi 


timer, fought with unusual fervor. 


action as being of “satanic” fury. While 


doctor didn’t notice that the “enemy” 


his tail coat and trousers were aflame, 


found another pair of pants an 


jan and a real old 


One witness described his 


busy with a hose the 


scored from behind until 


The toasted doctor 
d went Back to the 


¢ 


pars “Holocaust 50 Years Ago: 
( | Park City Burns- Destroyed Mining Center 


high into the sky. This picture of the holo- 
caust was taken from a point on Ontario dugway._ 


s great fire started at American | When daylight came the entire center of town 
In minutes the hotel was doomed. was a roaring inferno, with smoke billowing 
E : hirea | AIA 


Birth of disaster. Park Ci 
House st 4 am, June 19, 189: 
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E THE general confusion of 
the fire everyone forgot the 
Chinese, whose small colony 
© was one of the first sections of 
the town to be destroyed. 
Everyone, that is, except Rev. 
‘Thomas Galligan, rector of St. 
Mary's. 

Father Galligan found some 
20 of the Chinese huddled in 
2 cabin below town. They 
were without food and the 
clothing they wore was about 
all their possessions they were 
^ able to save. ^: 

; Father Gilligan immediately. 
` sent them quantities of rice 
„and what other Chinese food 

he could gather to supply their 

immediate wants, 3 
| "They were forever grate- 

ful” he later recalled, “for 
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of Park City's Grand Opera House stand gaunt and ragged above 
the rubble, This was one of the most imposing structures in town, 


While weary fire fighters still sprayed the embers, surveys of the | 
damage to the stricken town were under way, Here charred walls 
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ARK CITY — The whole town caught fire. Dynàmite and 
heroic action saved the fringes but never was so much 
damage wrought, never such a hot and exciting day in this 
mountain-hemmed mining town. 

It was the great fire of. 1898, worst in Utah's history. 

In summary the catastrophe could read like this: 

Lost — Most of Park City, wealthy and colorful outlet 
of fabulously rich mines 


The cost — A million dollars. i 


A Saga of Community Courage 


Fifty years ago Park City in flames was news that kept 
arxious crowds standing sympathetically by newspaper and 
telegraph offices throughout the state. 

After half a century it's the story of individual and com- 
munity courage and strength of the kind that the great sagas 
of history are made. id - 

The Spanish-American war was brewing but next day it 
was crowded off the front pages. "Flames Destroy Park City" 
was the Salt Lake Tribune headline. War took a back seat 


and page one was devoted exclusively to the fire at Park City. 


HREE SHOTS — Frontier signal of distress — fired from 
Policeman Thomas Walden’s pistol awakened a few people at 
4 am. June 19, 1898. Those who heeded this call for help 
found the American hotel wrapped in flames. Most of the 
town slept undisturbed. Of those who arrived some said the 
fire started in the kitchen, hut Harry Freeman, the proprietor, 
insisted it'was in an upstairs room where an oil lamp had been 
dropped or a lodger had forgotten to snuff out a bedside 
candle. _ dc t f CPU. he Sere 

A few minutes after that first ineffectual alarm a Chinese 
ran to the Marsac ore mill office and wildly related what was 
happened to the -hotel and surrounding buildings. James 
Forsythe, engineer on duty, gave the order to blow the mill 
whistle and wake up the sleepy town.” > eke” TS 


Whistles Empty All Towns Beds .- 


Now the fire was racing from place to place but the 
Marsac whistle and others which took up the cry emptied all 
the beds in Park City that morning. Soon people swarmed 
the streets. Some were barefooted, some in nightshirts. Before 
long the entire town was hard at work fighting fire, carrying 
the sick and infirm to safety or moving ‘valuables from 
doomed structures. 

Here was fierce, stark.tragedy. On what should have 
been a quit and peaceful Sabbath morning, the community 
was being devoured by a roaring, all-consuming fiery monster, 


No ONE was inclined to laughter then but in the inter- 
vening years the humor of the desperate situation has been 
recalled. Dozens “pitched in” to help the volunteer fire com- 
pany, then realized that their own homes burned while their 
backs were turned. 

“So there I was, in boots and a scorched nightshirt, with- 
out a penny, a roof or another stitch of clothes,” is a common 
recital of veterans of the fire. : 

Dr. E. P. LeCompte, beloved physician and a real old 
timer, fought with unusual fervor. One witness described his 
action as being of "satanic" fury. While busy with a hose the 
doctor didn't notice that the "enemy" scored from behind until 
his tail coat and trousers were aflame. The toasted doctor 
Hastily found another pair of pants and went back to the 

attle. 


By noon the stron: 
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dreds were EUN. 
T without Eid 
Would the town survive? 
4, 4 Year earlier the great Or 
had closed down. There was 
and many had left their Park 
Where, In the business depres 
d been among the casualties. 
55 a mainstay in the communit 
Insurance rates in the car 
few had any protection of that 
ww Yet it wab in this, their ] 
. “the Park" were to show thei: 
;, they all turned with vigor to t 
^. and relief, and in, it seemed, no * 
: Were covered, and a new and g? 


Marry Shipler fn an old-time (1901 
today, upper right. His burned, era 


? À The Mayor Missed Itl... 
|, He'd Gone Fishing... 


g efforts in 


HE mayor missed the ‘tire, “Harry Deming had gone 

fishing “over on Strawberry” and horses weren't fast 
enough.to get him back until dawn of the day after the ; 
catastrophe, . Then his first move, was to organize a com- 


the mayor and an official session was conducted. The 
community was in severe straits. Hardships were certainly 
ahead. If widespread suffering were to be averted, relief: 
had to be quickly provided, NUR Š 
They talked it over. The decision they wanted to make 
was a hard one. Pride was measured against the needs of 
the people. Finally it was done. The council decided Park 
City would take care of its own. A relief committee of 
ladies, representing the various. churches, would” be the 


central agency, Offers of help proffered are 
would be declined with thanks, 


Pati Ses 


doctor didn't notice that the "enemy scored from behind until - 


Possible speed. Here 


. Another sul 


feo 


bstantial structure, the Con- 
gregational church, was left in ruins, but 


a fire engine company from 


of Park City’s Grand Opera House stand gaunt and ragged above 
the rubble, This was one of the most imposing structures in town. 


his tail coat and trousers were aflame. 


The toasted doctor 


hastily found another pair of pants and went Back to the 


battle. E 


By Bike : 


ach neice emer tte z — By noon the strength of the'inferno was stemmed. Fire! — ... ce mee old by HA 
fighters worked through the day and into the evening to; 7. HELPED cover the Park 
guard against, new outbreaks but the crisis was passed, loss" . Tribune. i 
could be surveyed. ^ js 2 ^ : d It ME terrible thing tc 
Main Street Hardest Hit xx RE mady eint Foong. core 
Main street was hardest hit. Both sides of the street i „At that time I was ju: 
were leveled except the Marsac office and the D. C. McLaugh- + office. The Tribune puildin; 


were quick to join other 
t | denominations on rehabilitation group. 


opera house to prevent new outbreak of fire. 


lin office building. On Park avenue everything was gutted 


from James G. Watson's to David Keith's homes, 
were all the residences on Re 


north to the Marsac tank hous; 


Dynamite had been used to 
John Harwood's concrete resid 
centrator, high on wooden stilts, had falle; 
gnawing flame weakened its underpinnings, 


blow up the buildings south of 
lence. 


The Crescent ore con- 
n with a roar when 


Cimarown was wiped out. Hardly more than a single 
breath of the inferno was needed to sweep clean the cluster 
of shacks by Silver Creek. The Chinese bridge was destroyed 


too. 


Check Shows No:Lives Lost 


Then the excitement was o 


ver, the fire coraled. Families 


Scattered in the confusion were again united and a careful 
check indicated no lives had been lost. ` 

But Park City's valiant fight had hardly started. Here 
were dreary ruins where yesterday had been pretty homes 


and busy stores. 


Comfort and prosperity disappeared. Hun- 


Saved His Pictures! - 
> And Started Over v 


W A. ADAMS, Park City's 
remarkable artist-photogra- 
pher, lost his place ot busin 
too, but some of 
time photogra 
equipment were 
doubtedly Mr. 


Adams 
many photos of the fire and 
ensuing damage. / 


He made a fresh start too. 


made 


"W. A. Adams,” the newspaper 
reported six days after the fire, 
“is erecting a new building on 
the old site and it be ready 


` for occupancy early next week.” 


Under the column neading, 
“Park Float,” believed to be the 
longest used standing head in 
Utah, the Record editors calmly 
recounted the small events of 
their harassed community. 

"Sammy Howell is on the 
street again for the first time 
ce Miners’ Union day, one 
year ago. 

“The 
Cro: 
d 


Sisters of the Holy 
, after due consideration, 
not to give their school 


hi 


e been given were destroyed. 
“Some of the secret orders 


have arranged to hold meetings 


temporarily in the Centra! school 
building. : ae 
‘Main street contains string 
of teams from the country with 
rough lumber to sell at $14 per 
thousand," - AREA 


Catholic Church ^: 


' ithout leave from n 
neo ; . * we A According to an item in the Spared by Flames absent wil J 
` mittee to look after those the fire had made destitute. Record, building then coulant “P Y - “Harry! Come here,” ^ 
3 IN have been as difficult or require. /PHE CATHOLIC was the o | — This is it, I thought, 
E ^. Their city hall was gutted, but the council stood around 2s much time as it does now. church spared There were" f 


announcements of temporary 


meeting places tor the others.- 


An item mentioning another 
Utah mining town that knew 
bad fires was given a humorous 
touch. 

."L. L. Woodruff came over 
ffom Mercur to help his brother. 
here. He landed in town with 
a large tent and took things as 
easy as one who was used to 
being burned out once a week." 

A year and a half earlier, on 
Jan. 6, 1896, fire had struck, 
Mercur, Tooele county gold 
mining camp, and only expedient 
use of dynamite finally brought 
the flames under control. T! 


another holocaust. This one en 
June 25, 1902. 


Gone too ^ 
ossie hill from Harry Wonn's 


ne 


it's the Utah Power and L 
Temple. 

It wasn't part of my j 
go to fires either for that 
down and hang around for » 


Flash Co 
When the flash came t) 
I was talking with Homer R« 
Robinson became general 
Rivers treasurer of the J. C. 
"Guess I'll ride up and : 
after a while. They thougi 
who enjoyed pumping a bic: 
the dusty road over to Park 
Two Tribune reporters 
when I arrived. They w 
immenseness of the fire anc 
went back to Salt Lake Cit; 
EXT day I went over t 
property owners and e 
ages or give any informati 
burned buildings and homes 
Mountain Bell Telephone Co. 
At one store we discover 
was still hot.: Inside was a 
pieces by the terrific heat, 
kept it these 50 years... 
es á p 
UT Writing D 
When I got back to the 
been either John Kane or A. ( 
the story. When I convince: 
not in my line he gave me t: 
them everything I'd been a! 
(Maybe this was the c 
man-rewriteman system In $ 
featured the resulting story 
/ than 10 columns long.) 


CE tirst thing he did the ne 
en the carpet. I was sure | 


“Harry, I hear you wer: 
day before." son yes 

"Thats right,” I admit: 

“Then this is your stor 
front page. There were the 

“Brave Park City. Her 
True Western Grit.” 


dust Told 

“No, sir,” I said. "I did 
reporters what I'd been able 
"That's what they tell rm 
That was a good story and Cc 
Col, William Nelson, whe 
wanted me to transfer from 
editorial staff and become 


D ex n, scheduled for the TCpHIEYe wae short hase down. News writing was ne 
RE LM 28th. The only suitable halls in years after Park City citing stories li 
" Min. en! which the entertainment might — Mercur was wiped out by Exciting stories like th 
a” 'urrowndiox communities with all | Salt Lake City battles flames at the rear of the 


more than once in a lifetim: 


ieee ; i 


zl 


Courage C onquers Blitz’ of '98 


; "imme 


dreds were without homes, well-to-do businessmen suddenly 
became penniless, 1 

Would the tows? survive? ^ 

A year earlier te grat Ontario and Daly mines and mills 
had closed down, here was a great deal of unemployment 
and many had left their Park City homes to seek work else- 
where, In the busímess tepression of '93 the Park City bank 
had been among the casutities, Only the Silver King endured 
as a mainstay in the comnunity’s economic life. 

Insurance rate# in tie canyon had been so high only a 
few had any protection of that kind. Fate was harsh. 

Yet it was in this, fieir hour of despair, the people of 
“the Park" were tø show their real mettle. For to a man, 
they all turned wit® vigor to the problems of reconstruction 
and relief, and in, it seemed, no time at all the scars of disaster 
were covered, and 4 ew and greater Park City rose from the’ 
ruins. - 


ir Grand | atrical productions, which went up in flames. 
day the- | Elaborate curtain and box stalls shown here. 


Park City residents were proud of 
opera house, scene of colorful e 


Dr. Edward P. LeCompte was so 
intent on fire fighting that he 
got singed from behind. The in- 
ows Dr. LeCompte in '25. 


siad 
Ha; pler In an old-time (1901) photograph and as he appears 
E SEE Lis burned, cracked silver dollar in lower inset, . 


Eye-Witness * 


2, By Bike to Park City 


, 20 7?* V jIARRY SHIPLER 
T HELPED cover the P; Ti 
a 


of '98 for The Salt Léke 


! fire in the M. Stuheck residence on M 


By Bike fo 


_ Told ld by TL HARRY SHIPLER 


Tribune. 3 


wr ye 
Y HELPED cover the Park City fire of '98 for The Salt Lake 


Park City 


It was a terrible thing to see and hear—and suelo town 


j “to the ground, especially a town y 
{ ?asant visits, 


that time I was just a kid working in the business 
office. The Tribune uilding then was on West Temple. Now 
its the Utah Power and Light Co. building at 133 S. West 


Temple. 


lt wasn't part of my job to show up on Sundays, or to 


EO to fires either for that matter. 


Usually, though, Td go 


down and hang around for an hour or so. 


Flash Comes to Tribune 
When the flash came through that Park City was on fire 


I was talking with Homer Robinson and W. W. Rivers. 


(Later 


Robinson became general manager of the newspaper and 
Rivers treasurer of the J. C. Penny Co. mercantile chain.) 
“Guess I'll ride up and see what it looks like," I told them 
after a while. They thought it was a good idea for anyone 
who enjoyed pumping a bicycle up Parleys canyon and along 
the dusty road over to Park City. * 
Two Tribune reporters in a buggy were already there 


when I arrived. 


They were almost overwhelmed by the 


immenseness of the fire and wanted me to help them. They 
went back to Salt Lake City that night. 


XT day I went over the fire scene again, interviewing 
property owners and everyone who could estimate dam- 
ages or give any information on insurance carried for the 


burned buildings and homes. 


ave Murray of the old Rocky 


Mountain, Bell Telephone Co.'was one of those who helped me. 

At one store we discovered the cash till in the rubble. It 
was still hot. Inside was a single silver dollar split into two 
pieces by the terrific heat. They gave 3 me one piece and I've 


kept it these E years. 


H 
rd 


Writing Not in His Line E 
When I got back to the office the city editor—could have 


* 


been either John Kane or A. G. Mackenzie—wanted me to write 


the story. 


When I convinced him that writing was strictly 


not in my line he gave me two reporters to talk to and I told 
them everything I'd been able to find out. ; 

(Maybe this was the earliest use of the “big city" leg 
man-rewriteman system in Salt Lake, Next day The Tribune 


featured thé resulting story on the first page. 


than 10 columns long.) 


It ran more 


px LANNON was the owner of the paper then and the 
first thing he did the next day, a Tuesday, was to call me 
on the carpet. I was sure I was going to be fired for being 
absent without leave from my business office job. 


“Harry! Come here,” 
{This is it, I thought. 


Mr. Lannon:commanded. 


“Harry, I hear you were in Park City yesterday and the 


day before.” 
"That's right," I admitted. 


"Then this is your story, isn't it?" 


He showed me the 


front page. There were the bold headlines: 


"Brave Park City. 
True Western Grit." 


Her People Face the Situation With 


Just Told Two Reporters 
"No, sir," I said. "I didn't write a word. I just told two 
reporters what I'd been able to find out.” * 


Well, you get right upstairs. 


3 a good story and Col. Nelson wants to see you." 
. William Nelson, who became editor three years later, 
waned me to transfer from the business department to the 


{ That's what they tell me. 


editorial staff and become a reporter. 
News writing was not for me. 
Exciting stories like the Park City 


down. 


more than once in a lifetime, 


I turned the offer 


fire couldn't come 


ou knew well from H 


Rev. Thomas Galligan, first to 
remember burned-out Chinese. 


Mrs | " 


Even though the Park Record was burned out, the town’ 


ix ttm 
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iS ‘PROBABLY MORE THAN’ 5 T DOLLARS 


ete ER Swept Down Mam Sierat 10 
Ci Union Pasine Depot-- Foren iare Finally Messing CH by the Ure of Dna hin, 
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newspa- 
per didn’t miss an issue, doing business as usual in a borrowed tent. 


+) The malls came through, Te 
Mines acting up shop Immediately after the 


fire in the M. St 
next to the Utah Power 4 Light Co.’s office. 


with the post 


ck residence on Main street, 


- Women Take Relief Lead 


Y HILE business and trades- 

people went about their 
task of becoming reestablished, 
the "relief committee of ladies" 
bore the burden of meeting the 
needs of the distressed after 
Park City's fire. 

Its officers were Mrs. 
Thomas Kearns, president; Mrs. 
W. M. Ferry and Mrs. Heber 
Rasband, vice presidents; Mrs. 
secretary, and 
Mrs. E. G. Hunt, secretary. 
Four women assistants from 
each of the Catholic, Congre- 
gational Episcopal, Latter-day 
Saints and Methodist churches 
were also active. 

In the school next to the 
Catholic church, the Sisters of 
the Holy Cross opened a room 
to the relief committee, 
this became the central supply 
depot. Here those who could 
assist and those who needed 
aid met together and worked 
out solutions. 

The committee announced: 

“Those needing assistance will 
be made to feel that this is a 
kindly help from those the 
flames have spared and will be 
given until such time as food, 
clothing and shelter can be-ob- 
tained by the usual methods. 

“We know that had we been 
burned out you would do the 
zame for us and if one suffers 
all suffer with him." 


Fire ‘Clears’ Accounts ^. . 


Of Dr. LeCompte 


HERE'S a story that Dr. Ed- 
ward P. LeCompte kept the 


—— 


gait LAXE erty, ram.” 


ignis Sheet. The Fare Bereet ta (he. 


and , 
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er Fibuned ! 


All Joined Forces to Speed 
Rehabilitation of the Town 


record of his calls on his office 
walls. Whenever they were 
painted or papered all debts 
Were canceled. The fire wiped 
that set of books clean. 

That kind of generosity and 
wilingness to share rebuilt 
Park City. 

Perhaps no local event ever 
more closely resembled the 
affliction of the British people 
during the Luftwaffe blitz in 
World War II. The reaction was 
the same kind of tenacious 
courage and confidence. 


Newspaper Leads Fight 
For Rehabilitation 


EADING the fight to save 
+ Park City from becoming a 


ghost town was the local news- 
paper, the Park Record, pub- 
lished weekly by Raddon, Camo- 
mile and Co. Their office and 
printing plant was a total loss. 

Ashes and wreckage were 
scraped aside. The Record 
promptly reopened on the old 
site, using a tent loaned by the 
Silver King mine and a desk 
borrowed from Mrs. W. W. Ken- 
nedy. After the fire the paper 
was taken over entirely by 
Samuel LePage Raddon. 

Not an issue was missed. 


STE nit accent) 


Until its own equipment could 
be replaced the Record was 
printed in Salt Lake City. Line 
cut engravings loaned by The 
Salt Lake Tribune illustrated 
the first issue after the fire. 

‘Until his death Jan. 14, 1948, 
Mr. Raddon was the dean of 
Utah newspaper men. His re- 
markable journalistic career 
started on The Tribune in 
1871, the year it was founded. 
In 1884, he and J. J. Buser took 
over the Park Record, then the 
Park Mining Record. 

Through the years to come 
the fortunes of the camp and 
those of Mr. Raddon rose and 
fell together. His editorials and 
mining reports were quoted 
throughout the nation. He was 
89 years old when he died. A 
son, LePage H. Raddon, car- 
ries on the family tradition. 


Park City had its share of, 


“every. man for himself," 
rough and tumble fighting. The 
great fire was a challenge for 
the camp to prove its maturity 
and save itself by the citizenry 
uniting in a common front to 
help each other. Their spirit 
was reflected in the Record's 
mext issue. Most of the four- 
page edition was 'devoted to 
ihe fire but in every line the 
determination to rebuild and 
survive was Romei 


zu THE PARK ioo 


The great fire dominated fhe news of the day, The Salt Lake “Tribune 
front page being devoted to the catastrophe and with war news going inside. 


` entire 


yor a single look to the 
past and loss of both store 
and stock was the announce- 
ment in a two-column advertise- 
ment: “Mrs. H. Fares has 
opened her new millinery par- 
lors one door south of Welsh, 
Driscoll and Buck's. 

"Her stock, while mot so 
large as it formerly was, is en- 
tirely new...” 

Another ruined businessman 
announced his new start in the 
world with the line, “Slightly 
disfigured but still in the ring.” 


Photos Often 
On Display 


ICTURES on these pages 
are from the collection 
of one of the volunteer fire 
company members, James W. 
Don. For many years on the 
anniversary of the fire they 
were displayed jn the post 
office. Besides beinz a mem- 
ber of the earlier fire com- 
pany, Mr. Don was Second 
ward foreman for the city 
fire department. He was 
Park City postmaster many 
years and city justice after 
that. The collection now is 
the property of his widow, 
Mrs. James W. Don, 1125 
Michigan ave. . 
The photograph of Rev. 
Thomas Galligan was fur- 


nished by W. W. Ritter. 


ST TROUT: 
TACKLE 


NEW FLY HOOKS wurden 
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The Park Record five days later was replete with details of the fire and at 
the same time advertisers advised “business as usual" in their establishments. 


Ehe Salt Lake Tribune sunday, July 4, 1948 
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3test Fire! 

dreds were without homes, well-to-do businessmen suddenly 
became penniless. 


77 nld the town survive? ] ] 
í ir earlier the great Ontario and Daly mines and mills 


h d down. There was a great deal of unemployment 
and iuany had left their Park City homes to seek work else- 
where, In the business depression of ‘93 the Park City bank 
hud been among the casualties. Only the Silver King endured 
as a mainstay in the community's economic life. 

Insurance rates in the canyon had been so high only a 
few had any protection of that kind. Fate was harsh. 

Yet it wab in this, their hour of despair, the people of 
“the Park” were to show their real mettle. For to a man, 
they all turned with vigor to the problems of reconstruction 
and relief, and in, it seemed, no time at all the scars of disaster 
Were covered, and a new and greater Park City rose from the’ 
ruins, 4 
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pler In an old-time (1901) photo 
today, upper right. His burned, era, 


a cok 
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graph and as he appears 


Eye-Witness - 
By Bike to Park City 


( pet Pe RT EG SHIPLER, prey 
I HewPED cover the Park City: tire of '98 for The Salt Like 
Tribune, 


and hear—and smell—a town 
ya town you knew well from 


It was n terrible thing to seg 
burning to the ground, especial); 
many pleasant visits. A 

At that time I was just a 
office. The Tri 
7* the Utah Power and Light 


emnle, 


id working in the business 
was on West Temple. Now 
o. building at 133 S. West 


ed silver dollar in lower inset, | 


Park City residents were proud of thelr Grand 


atrical productions, which went up in flames. 3 
opera house, scene of colorful early-day the- ! 


Elaborate curtain and box stalls shown here. 
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Dr. Edward P, LeCompte was so 
intent on fire fighting that he 
got singed from behind. The in- 
set shows Dr. LeCompte in '25. 


fire in the M. Stubeck residence on Main street, 


The mails came through, too, with the post | LU ine utah Power & Light Co.'s office. 
nex 


office setting up shop Immediately after the 


Even though the Park Record was burned out, the town's newspa- 
per didn’t miss an issue, doing business as usual in a borrowed tent. 


^! : Women Take Relief Lead 
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